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Introduction

When God placed natural resources in the earth, He embedded it deep within the earth or the sea. Not that he intended to keep them away from Man. On the contrary, He bequeathed them to mankind. Psalms 115:16, ‘The heavens belong to the Lord but the earth he entrusted to the sons of men.’ However, it takes a determined, intentional, sustained and sacrificial effort to mine these precious resources from deep within the heart of the earth and sea. Hence, there is a partnership between the God and Man. God has given but Man must endeavour to take it. God gives the Manna, but Man must collect every day and prepare the bread. Likewise, the heavenly spiritual resource of Grace is not superficial or shallow. Grace resides in the depths of God. Therefore, in this series, we will provide the tools to excavate and mine out the Grace of God. The world is becoming heavier to contend with. The price of brent crude, inflation rate, level of systemic corruption (IDAC), sons need a weight!

The first thing we established is that Grace is a Person! Therefore, it is relational before it is transactional. We must connect with Christ in agreement or alignment. There are some unique products you cannot buy off the counter but primarily through people who are representatives. Avon is one and Herbal life is the other. It brings people into an association and ensures there is an interdependence on one another. This is God’s strategy for oneness and order. He installs certain measures of Grace in certain people and builds an ecosystem through the dispensing of Grace pharmaceutically. We will talk about Grace as a collective People another time. Today, we must acknowledge that Grace is a Mystery – therefore, it is by revelation first before it is by reason.

1. Grace is UNSEARCHABLE

Ephesians 3:1-13, ‘When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles 2 assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4 As you read what I have written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets. 6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News.
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence. 13 So please don’t lose heart because of my trials here. I am suffering for you, so you should feel honored.’ [NLT].
Notice v8 in the NKJV: ‘To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable[untraceable] riches of Christ.’ What are the unsearchable/unfathomable/untraceable riches of Christ?

Ephesians 2:7 [and God did this] so that in the ages to come He might [clearly] show the immeasurable and unsurpassed riches of His grace in [His] kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. [AMP]. The unsearchable riches of God in Christ are the mani-fold Grace of God! If it is unsearchable or immeasurable then it is a mystery. A mystery is something that cannot be seen, heard, touched by the senses of our humanity; it cannot be quantified by human instrumentation – cannot put in on a scale or measure its dimensions; it cannot be researched through empirical means; it cannot be reasoned by scientific knowledge. Is Grace knowable? Yes!

2. Grace is REVEALED

However, is the mystery knowable? Yes! Not by reason of the soul but by revelation through the faculties of the spirit. This is where most people miss it! The soul says, ‘I want to see to believe;’ the spirit says, ‘I believe to see.’ The soul says, ‘convince me;’ the spirit says, ‘convict me.’ The soul says, ‘I will believe if it makes rational sense;’ the spirit says, ‘I believe and it makes perfect spiritual sense.’ This is the battle between faith and reason. The question is which comes first? Let me first underscore this very important modus operandi of God.

Deuteronomy 29:29, ‘The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.’ Proverbs 25:1-3, ‘These are more proverbs of Solomon, compiled by the men of Hezekiah king of Judah: 2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings. 3 As the heavens are high and the earth is deep, so the hearts of kings are unsearchable.’ There is a kind of ‘hide and seek’ that is apparent in our relationship with God. One of the gifts to humanity is an enquiring mind – curiosity. It is through our questioning that we search for answers. Kids will tire you with the why questions! Academics call this re-search = the ongoing search for truth. Hence, we are blessed if we have an ‘inclined ear,’ and not an ‘itching ear.’ Itching-stories/inclined ear-truth!

This leads to a very important principle that must understood as the operational system of the sons of God and the lens through which all of life must be viewed. Grace has two dimensions – a heavenly design and an earthly display. It brings these two worlds together – the supernatural and the natural, invisible and visible, spirit and body. This is the kind partnership that God intended between the two realms. 

That is how the Bible starts…Genesis 1:1, ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.’ 5 words in Hebrew = Grace. ‘Reshyt’ [In the beginning] = Firstfruits. ‘Elohim’ [God] = 3in1 God. ‘Bara’ [created] = forms, fills and brings into function. ‘Shamayim’ [heavens] and ‘Erets’ [Earth]. God created both the heavens and the earth. The heavens contain the patterns, blueprints, designs and architecture for the constructs on earth. This means that everything in this life has an heavenly dimension and an earthly dimension. To say it differently, all of the visible natural creation is the product of the invisible spiritual creator. This means that we cannot view our lives just from the vantage point of the earth. For example, we have law, order and justice on earth. But there is a higher law, order and justice in the heavens. The constitutional court is not the apex court but the courts of the heaven. If you get away with murder here – you cannot escape there! So it is with the economy…

Unfortunately, with the divorce/breach/separation between Father and son, a veil divided the heavens and the earth. Man was left to his own devices that brought horrendous consequences to the earth. But Grace bridges the divide between the heavens and earth. When Grace became available on the Cross, the veil that separated was torn wide open. Revelation 22:20-21, ‘He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.’ [NKJV]

This means when we live by Grace we live by divine design – only through grace we have righteousness. But that heavenly grace must become visible by the way we live - think, make decisions, and speak. Grace must impact our hearing, lips must drip with Grace and like Zerubbabel our hands must build with Grace. It is the mistake of the sons of God to put grace on the shelf and do life without it! We do economy with no thought that the design of economy has its origins in the heavens; no thought that relationships, marriage & home has its blue prints in God; no consideration that work, job and career is the architecture of God first…Do you see our dilemma? The Grace of God must fix this bipolar in the sons of God. The veil must be torn and we must live OF the heavens while we live ON the earth! Through the mystery of Grace it becomes possible.

But for now, let’s take it a step further. While Grace is divine initiative, the human responsibility is Faith! 

3. Grace is by FAITH Alone

Romans 5:1-2, ‘Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.’ 

We have trusted God for things, and we have misplaced our Faith. We must now shift the priority of faith from things to grace. When grace is attendant, all things will be added to us. We will talk about this matter further.


